WHITBY

lived in the Abbey, singing his songs of creation, Heaven and
Hell.

In 664, there took place in the Abbey the famous Synod of
Whitby at which the differences between the Celtic and the
Roman Church in such matters as the date of Easter were
discussed.   There were present King Oswy and many of his
court, Bishop Colrnan and the Celtic party of whom St. Hilda
was one and the Roman party whose spokesman was Wilfrid.
Oswy opened the Synod by urging the necessity for a uniform
observance ' since all expected one kingdom in Heaven'.
Colman next spoke, ' The Easter which I keep, I received from
my elders, who sent me Bishop hither.'    But when it was
Wilfred's turn to speak, he poured scorn on ' these and their
accomplices in obstinacy, I mean the Picts and the Britons, who
foolishly, in these two remote islands of the world, and only
in part only of them, oppose all the rest of the universe '.He
concluded with these words, ' If that Columba of yours . . . was
a holy man and powerful in miracles, yet could he be preferred
before the most blessed prince of the Apostles, to whom our
Lord said, " Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it, and
to thee I will give the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven?" '
When Oswy heard these words, he asked Colman if any such
power had been given to  Columba.    Colman  answered,
* None.'   Then said the King,( As Peter is the door-keeper, I
will not contradict, but will as far as I know and am able, in all
things obey his decrees, lest when I come to the gates of the
Kingdom of Heaven, there shall be none to open them, he
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